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HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 

MUNICIPAL  OFFICES, 

WALLINGFORD. 


August,  1954. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WALLINGFORD  &  WANTAGE  DISTRICTS 
JOINT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report  on  the  health  of  the 
population  and  the  work  of  the  environmental  health  services  in  your 
districts  during  1953. 

As  you  will  realise,  much  of  the  information  contained  in  this  report  has 
been  prepared  and  supplied  by  Mr.  Gayfer,  Mr.  Rosser,  Mr.  Oliver  and  Mr. 
Arney,  the  present  sanitary  inspectors  to  the  four  district  councils.  I  wish 
to  thank  them  for  their  contributions  and  express  my  gratitude  to  them  and 
Mr.  Lawless,  who  was  the  sanitary  inspector  to  the  Wallingford  Borough 
Council  during  1953,  for  their  ready  co-operation  and  help  at  all  times. 

Environmental  health  work  consists  of  a  number  of  component  parts. 

1.  HOUSING 

Our  Councils  are  concerned  with  housing  from  three  different  aspects: — 

(a)  They  aim  at  providing  a  separate  home  for  every  individual  family: 
a  home  where  a  family  can  live  comfortably,  healthily  and  happily  without 
unwarranted  outside  interference. 

(b)  They  aim  at  making  existing  houses  fit  for  human  habitation.  A 
reasonable  standard  of  fitness  to  aim  at  is  that  included  in  the  Report  of 
the  Standard  of  Fitness  for  Habitation  Sub-Committee  of  the  Central 
Housing  Advisory  Committee,  dated  October,  1946.  According  to  this 
report  a  dwelling  should— 

(1)  be  in  all  respects  dry; 

(2)  be  in  a  good  state  of  repair; 

(3)  have  each  room  properly  lighted  and  ventilated; 

(4)  have  an  adequate  supply  of  wholesome  water  laid  on  for  all  pur¬ 

poses  inside  the  dwelling; 

(5)  be  provided  with  efficient  and  adequate  means  of  supplying  hot 

water  for  domestic  purposes; 

(6)  have  an  internal  or  otherwise  readily  accessible  water-closet; 

(7)  have  a  fixed  bath  preferably  in  a  separate  room; 

(8)  be  provided  with  a  sink  or  sinks  and  with  suitable  arrangements  for 

the  disposal  of  waste  water; 

(9)  be  provided  with  facilities  for  domestic  washing,  including  a  copper, 

preferably  in  a  separate  room; 

(10)  have  a  proper  drainage  system; 

(11)  be  provided  with  adequate  points  for  artificial  lighting  in  each 

room; 
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(12)  be  provided  with  adequate  facilities  for  heating  in  each  habitable 

room; 

(13)  have  satisfactory  facilities  for  preparing  and  cooking  food; 

(14)  have  a  well-ventilated  larder  or  food  store; 

(15)  have  proper  provision  for  the  storage  of  fuel; 

(16)  have  a  satisfactory  surfaced  path  to  outbuildings  and  convenient 

access  from  a  street  to  the  back  door. 

Hutted  camps  under  the  control  of  district  councils  fall  far  short  of  any 
modern  standard  and  they  should  be  demolished  before  private  owners  can 
be  generally  expected  to  render  their  properties  fit  for  human  habitation. 

(c)  Local  authorities  should  ensure  that  families,  especially  ones  that 
live  in  rate-subsidised  council  houses,  live  according  to  a  reasonable 
standard  of  cleanliness  normally  expected  of  civilised  human  beings. 
Unfortunately,  a  small  number  a  families  in  our  districts  show  little  or  no 
aptitude  towards  cleanliness,  thrift,  or  organisation  within  their  homes  and 
they  have  scant  regard  for  the  dwellings  in  which  they  reside.  They  should 
be  encouraged  to  make  better  use  of  the  amenities  provided  in  their  houses 
(water  for  instance)  with  resultant  benefits  for  themselves,  their  children 
and  their  neighbours. 

2.  WATER  SUPPLIES 

Every  house  should  possess  an  adequate  supply  of  wholesome  water  laid 
on  for  all  purposes  inside  the  dwelling.  During  1953  works  were  completed 
which  meant  that  there  were  main  water  supplies  to  every  parish  in  the 
rural  districts.  The  councils  have  fulfilled  their  duty  in  supplying  water  to 
every  village  and  1  hope  to  see  the  percentage  of  houses  possessing  an 
internal  water  supply  rising  significantly  during  the  next  few  years.  The 
percentages  during  1953  were:  Wallingford  Borough  99,  Wallingford  Rural 
District  97,  Wantage  Urban  District  97  and  Wantage  Rural  District  57. 
Nearly  all  this  water  was  chlorinated  to  ensure  its  safety  for  drinking  pur¬ 
poses  and  samples  were  taken  regularly  for  bacteriological  testing. 

3.  SEWERAGE  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Each  household  has  to  rid  itself  of  certain  personal  and  household  wastes 
by  means  least  likely  to  cause  a  nuisance  or  endanger  the  health 
of  any  member  of  the  community.  Eiquid  wastes  from  kitchens,  bath¬ 
rooms  and  lavatories  are  best  disposed  of  by  means  of  sewerage  systerns 
but  solid  refuse  has  to  be  collected  from  each  house  and  carted  to  a  suit¬ 
able  disposal  point. 

The  Rural  District  Councils  were  unable  to  proceed  with  their  new 
sewerage  schemes  at  the  desired  pace  owing  to  the  limitation  placed 
capital  expenditure.  There  were  main  sewerage  systems  in  10  out  of 
32  parishes  in  the  Wantage  Rural  District  and  small  disposal  systems 
confined  to  council  house  estates  in  another  9  parishes.  Out  of  12  parishes 
in  the  Wallingford  Rural  District  3  had  main  sewerage  systems  and  3 
had  systems  confined  to  council  house  estates.  The  %  of  houses  con¬ 
nected  with  main  sewerage  systems  in  the  4  districts  were: — Wallingford 
Borough  98,  Wallingford  Rural  District  60,  Wantage  Urban  District  97 
and  Wantage  Rural  District  25.  Earth  closets  have  no  place  in  our  con¬ 
ception  of  modern  sanitation  and  their  eradication  should  be  completed 
as  soon  as  possible. 

A  regular  refuse  collection  service  was  in  operation  in  all  areas.  I 
would  advise  that  if  more  money  is  to  be  spent  on  this  service  then  it 
would  be  better  spent  on  more  frequent  collections  rather  than  on 
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collection  from  the  rear  of  premises.  The  accumulation  or  rubbish  in  bins 
that  become  overfull  owing  to  infrequent  collections  is  a  greater  menace  to 
health  than  the  placing  of  bins  on  the  kerbside  for  a  few  hours.  Over¬ 
full  bins  encourage  the  attention  of  flies,  rats,  mice,  cats  and  dogs. 

4.  SAFE  AND  CLEAN  FOOD 

In  order  that  the  public  was  supplied  with  safe  and  clean  food,  premises, 
including  shops,  cafes,  public  houses,  bakehouses  and  slaughterhouses 
were  visited  regularly  by  your  inspectors.  Milk  and  ice  cream  samples 
were  tested  regularly  and  all  carcases  were  inspected  at  the  slaughter¬ 
houses  prior  to  their  dispatch  to  the  butchers’  shops. 

5.  FACTORIES  AND  SHOPS 

It  would  be  no  great  advantage  to  the  health  of  our  workers  if  they 
spent  their  home  life  in  healthy  and  modern  homes  but  worked  under  unfit, 
unhealthy  and  squalid  conditions  in  factories  and  shops.  It  is  the  duty  of 
your  inspectors  to  inspect  these  premises  and  ensure  that  the  conditions  in 
them  are  sanitary  and  unlikely  to  have  a  deleterious  effect  on  the  health 
of  the  persons  who  work  in  them. 

6.  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  continuous  inhalation  of  grit,  ash,  corrosive  acids,  tar,  carbon  and 
other  products  of  combustion  is  undoubtedly  harmful  to  the  lungs.  They 
pollute  the  air,  particularly  on  foggy  days,  in  industrial  areas  and  it  is  our 
duty  to  keep  the  degree  of  pollution  below  a  level  that  would  be  either 
injurous  or  a  nuisance  to  the  population, 

7.  HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Government  departments,  hospitals,  general  practitioners,  and  county 
councils  are  concerned  in  attempting  to  prevent  disease  and  illhealth  by 
means  of  health  education.  Our  four  district  councils,  however,  have 
not  neglected  their  duty  in  this  respect  and  have  maintained  their  consider¬ 
able  interest  particularly  in  the  tracing  and  prevention  of  communicable 
diseases.  For  instance,  they  took  active  steps  to  persuade  a  mass  radio¬ 
graphy  unit  to  visit  the  area. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population 

The  steady  annual  increase  in  the  population  of  the  combined  districts 
was  maintained  during  1953  and  it  has  now  passed  the  40,000  mark.  The 
greatest  increase  was  in  the  Wallingford  Rural  District  where  births  and 
immigration  exceeded  deaths  and  emigration  by  820,  Studies  of  population 
figures  show  that  at  least  1  in  8  of  all  those  residing  in  the  Wallingford 
Rural  District  in  1953  did  not  live  there  in  1949  and  that  2  out  of  every 
11  persons  came  into  the  district  after  1945.  These  are  only  nett  figures, 
the  actual  proportion  of  newcomers  to  the  district  was  very  much  greater. 

An  influx  of  new  families  into  a  district  gives  rise  to  many  sociological 
problems  because  each  family  has  to  adapt  itself  to  new  conditions,  new 
surroundings  and  a  new  community  which  possesses  standards,  values  and 
a  mode  of  life  peculiar  to  itself.  The  less  adaptable  find  it  difficult  to  fit 
themselves  into  their  new  environment  and  a  few  may  tend  to  abandon 
themselves  morally,  psychologically  or  with  regard  to  cleanliness.  More 
families  are  therefore  in  need  of  social  help  and  encouragement  in  a 
rapidly  expanding  community  than  in  an  established  stable  district. 


Area  in 

Acres 

Estimated  Midyear 
Population 

Difference 

District 

1952 

1953 

Wallingford  Borough 

760 

3,618 

3,725 

+  107 

Wantage  Urban 

2,797 

5,399 

5,430 

+  31 

Wallingford  Rural 

21,790 

15,840 

16,660 

+  820 

Wantage  Rural 

74,181 

15,050 

15,050 

Nil 

Total 

99,528 

39,907 

40,865 

+  958 

Births 

(i)  Live  Births 

The  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  was  higher  in  all  four  districts 
during  1953  than  in  England  and  Wales  generally  and  it  showed  a  slight 
increase  on  the'  1952  rate. 


Number  of  Live  Births  Live  Birth  Rate  per 
1952  1953  1000  Population 


District 

Total 

Male  Female  Total 

1952 

1953 

Wallingford  Borough 

70 

40 

32 

72 

19.0 

19.3 

Wantage  Urban 

99 

47 

45 

92 

18.3 

16.9 

Wallingford  Rural 

259 

141 

124 

265 

16.3 

15.9 

Wantage  Rural 

275 

160 

153 

313 

18.2 

20.8 

Total 

703 

388 

354 

742 

17.6 

18.1 

England  and  Wales 

15.5 

15.5 

(ii)  Stillbirths 

The  number  of  stillbirths  per  1,000  total  births  per  annum  was  much 
lower  in  the  combined  districts  than  in  England  and  Wales  during  1951 
and  1952  but  in  1953  it  was  slightly  higher  than  the  national  rate.  The 
stillbirth  rate  is  not  given  for  each  individual  district  as  the  number  of  still¬ 
births  involved  is  too  small  to  be  statistically  significant  but  the  rates  over 
the  last  5  year  period  are  given  in  the  following  table. 
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No. 

of 

Stillbirth  Rate 

District 

Stillbirths 

—  per 

1,000  Total  Births  — 

1952 

1953 

1952 

1953 

1949—1953 

Wallingford  Borough 

1 

3 

25.6 

Wantage  Urban 

1 

1 

16.7 

Wallingford  Rural 

6 

6 

15.2 

Wantage  Rural 

4 

7 

18.5 

Total 

12 

17 

16.8 

22.9 

17.7 

England  and  Wales 

22.6 

22.4 

(iii)  Illegitimate  Births 

The  total  of  31  illegitimate  births  occurring  in  the  combined  districts 
during  1953  was  made  up  of  16  in  the  Wallingford  Rural  District,  14  in  the 
Wantage  Rural  District  and  1  in  the  Borough  of  Wallingford.  This  total 
compares  favourably  with  the  average  of  40  per  annum  that  occurred  dur¬ 
ing  the  previous  three  years. 


Deaths 

(i)  All  Causes 

New  rules  governing  the  transfer  of  deaths  for  statistical  purposes  were 
introduced  by  the  Registrar  General  in  1953.  As  a  result,  certain  hospitals 
and  institutions  were  regarded  as  the  usual  residence  of  their  inmates  and 
deaths  in  them  were  treated  as  non-transferable.  In  Wallingford  Borough 
there  were  two  old  peoples’"  homes  and  one  chronic  sick  hospital  and  Part 
III  National  Assistance  Institution  while  in  the  Wallingford  Rural  District 
there  were  another  two  old  peoples’  homes  and  the  Berks  Mental  Hospital. 
Deaths  at  these  institutions  greatly  increased  the  rates  for  the  districts 
concerned.  The  death  rate  for  these  two  districts  cannot  be  compared  with 
the  rates  for  previous  years  and  no  great  significance  can  be  attached  to 
them.  New  arrangements  will  be  used  for  the  years  1954  and  1955  and 
they  will  reduce  these  unfairly  calculated  death  rates  by  a  small  fraction. 

Numbers  of  deaths  from  Death  Rate  per 
all  causes  1000  Population 


District 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Wallingford  Borough 

53 

36 

133 

15.0 

9.9 

35.7 

Wantage  Urban 

69 

51 

54 

12.7; 

9.4 

10.0 

Wallingford  Rural 

138 

122 

208 

8.8 

7.7 

12.5 

Wantage  Rural 

174 

139 

121 

11.7 

9.2 

8.0 

Total 

434 

348 

516 

11.0 

8.7 

12.6 

England  and  Wales 

12.5 

11.3 

11.4 
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(ii)  Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  (number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  per 
1,000  live  births  per  annum)  has  been  much  lower  in  the  combined  districts 
than  in  England  and  Wales  generally  for  the  last  10  years.  Although 
higher  than  in  1952  the  rate  in  1953  was  still  lower  than  the  national  level. 


Number  of  Infant  Deaths  Infant  Mortality  Rate 
(under  12  months  of  age)  per  1000  live  births 

District  1952  1953  1953  1944—1953 


Wallingford  Borough 

Wantage  Urban 

Wallingford  Rural 

Wantage  Rural 

2 

1 

3 

7 

1 

3 

9 

6 

28.1 

20.4 

22.6 

20.5 

Total 

13 

19 

25.6 

21.9 

England  and  Wales 

26.8 

(iii)  Maternal  Mortality 

For  the  second 

year  in  succession  there  were  no  deaths  attributable 

to  pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion. 

COMMUNICABLE 

DISEASES 

The  following  table  gives 

the  number 

of  notifications 

received 

during 

1953;— 

Notifiable  Wallingford  Wantage  Wallingford  Wantage 

Total 

Disease 

Borough 

U.D. 

R.D. 

R.D. 

1953 

1952 

Measles 

37 

154 

317 

250 

858 

104 

Whooping  Cough 

37 

4 

85 

28 

154 

177 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

3 

15 

21 

39 

36 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

3 

6 

10 

15 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

— 

5 

3 

9 

8 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

5 

1 

6 

3 

Poliomyelitis 

.  — • 

1 

1 

2 

4 

5 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— ■ 

— 

2 

3 

1 

Erysipelas 

— ■ 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Meningococcal 

Meningitis  ... 

— ■ 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

5 

1 

16 

8 

30 

27 

Non-pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

1 

3 

1 

3 

8 

6 

Total 

83 

166 

451 

424 

1124 

384 
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The  number  of  measles  notifications  was  the  highest  since  before  the 
war  and  affected  a  high  proportion  of  the  susceptible  children  in  the  area. 
Scarlet  fever  remained  a  mild  infection  and  its  incidence  was  about  the 
same  as  in  the  previous  5  years.  Whooping  cough,  also,  affected  about  the 
same  number  of  children  as  it  did  in  the  previous  10  years.  The  number 
of  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  although  higher  than  in  1952,  was 
lower  than  in  any  other  year  since  1941. 

The  causative  agent  in  4  of  the  cases  of  food  poisoning  (three  in  one 
family)  was  not  isolated.  In  another  4  cases  (three  in  one  family)  the  agent 
was  Salmonella  typhimurium.  but  its  source  could  not  be  found.  In  the 
ninth  case  the  causative  organism  was  Salmonella  bovis-morbificans  and 
the  infection  was  contracted  at  a  seaside  holiday  camp. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


1139  of  the  1141  dwelling  houses  in  Wallingford  were  supplied  with 
main  water  from  the  mains.  This  water  was  obtained  from  5  boreholes 
in  the  district  and  was  chlorinated  before  distribution.  All  3  samples 
collected  for  bacteriological  examination  were  reported  to  be  in  Class  ' 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  grading. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

All  but  3  of  the  houses  in  Wallingford  were  in  connection  with  the  main 
sewerage  system.  The  sewage  farm  continued  to  be  a  nuisance,  an  eye¬ 
sore  and  a  totally  inadequate  method  of  disposing  sewage.  Plans  for  a 
new  disposal  works  at  Cholsey  were,  however,  in  an  advanced  stage  of 
preparation  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  it  was  hoped  that  work  would 
begin  during  1954. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  weekly  kerbside  collection  service  was  maintained  without  many 
dithculties.  The  refuse  pit  oti  the  Wantage  Road  was  finally  closed  and  a 
new  site  obtained  and  put  into  use  at  Ewelme.  This  should  prove  satis¬ 
factory  for  the  next  few  years. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  rodent  control  work  carried  out  b^ 
the  Rodent  Officer  in  Wallingford  during  1953: 


Revisits 


Treatment 

45 

3 

16 


180 

9 

64 


Dwelling  houses 
Business  premises 
Local  authority  premises 


Agricultural  premises  —  — 

Sewers  10%  Inspection 

Estimated  number  of  rats  destroyed  860 

Estimated  number  of  mice  destroyed  220 

HOUSING  AND  MOVABLE  DWELLINGS 

38  new  permanent  houses  were  erected  in  Wallingford  during  1953.  3^ 

of  these  dwellings  were  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  which  rneant 
that  only  a  few  urgent  cases  remained  on  the  Council’s  housing  waiting- 
list  and  the  number  of  families  on  the  lists  decreased  during  the  year 
from  224  to  192. 

No  Closing  Orders  or  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  any 
dwellings,  no  Improvement  Grants  were  made  and  no  condemned  houses 
were  still  occupied  at  the  end  of  the  year.  10  inspections  of  housint^ 
defects  were  made  as  a  result  of  which  4  informal  notices  were  served. 

There  were  2  licensed  moveable  dwellings  in  the  Borough  in  1953. 

MILK  SUPPLIES 

The  last  dairy  in  the  Borough  was  closed  during  the  year  with  the  result 
that  all  milk  was  bottled  outside  the  district.  There  were  3  milk  retailers, 
2  retailing  pasteurised  and  T.T.  pasteurised  milk  and  the  other  retailing 
T.T.  and  pasteurised  milk.  2  milk  samples  were  taken  for  laboratory  tests 
and  were  found  satisfactory. 
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ICE  CREAM 


The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  in  1954 
was  15.  Only  one  premises  was  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream 
All  were  considered  to  be  satisfactory. 

5  ice  cream  samples  were  submitted  to  laboratory  tests  and  were  found 
satisfactory. 

CATERING  ESTABLISHMENTS  AND  SHOPS 

Shops,  including  hotels  with  catering  establishments,  numbered  100.  No 
defects  or  contraventions  of  the  shops  Acts  or  of  the  Byelaws  under  Section 
13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938  were  found.  No  clean  food  campaign 
was  undertaken. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  at  the  15  restaurants,  cafes  and  hotels 
possessing  catering  licences  was  considered  satisfactory.  The  4  bakehouses 
were  also  satisfactory. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  following  items  of  food  were  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption: —  canned  fruit  87i  lbs.,  canned  vegetables  51  lbs.,  canned 
meat  118  lbs.,  prawns  48  lbs.,  cheese  H  lbs.,  beef  94  lbs.,  pork  73  lbs., 
40  ducks,  60  lbs.  fish,  28  lbs.  jam  and  8  ozs.  of  sauce. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

No  action  had  to  be  taken  under  either  Section  47  or  Section  50  of  the 
above  Act. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

The  following  table  is  supplied  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
Section  128  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act.  1937, 

Part  1  of  I  the  Act. 

1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 

- Number  of - 


Premises  *  Number  on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
by  Local  Authorities 

24 

18 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  in  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

14 

11 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

Total 

38 

29 

14 


1. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  No.  of 
Found  Remedied  Referred  cases  where 

Particulars  To  H.M.  By  H.M.  prosecutions 

Inspector  Inspector  instituted 


Want  of  cleanliness 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
Outwork 

Section  110  !  Section  1111  | 

-  Number  of  - 

Nature  out-workers  cases  of  prosecutions  instances  Notices  Prose- 
of  in  August  default  in  for  failure  of  work  served  cutions 

Work  list  required  sending  to  supply  in  un- 

by  Sect.  1 10  lists  to  lists  wholesome 

(I)  (c)  the  Council  premises 

Wearing  Apparel 

(Making  etc.)  1  — •  —  —  —  — 

Curtains  and 

Furniture 

Hangings  1  —  —  —  —  — 
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WALLINGFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  1953-54 

H.  T.  Merritt  {Chairman) 
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Mrs.  E.  M.  Collier 
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J.  M.  Dipper 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF  1953 
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PUBLIC  BATHS 


There  were  two  public  baths  in  the  district,  one  at  the  Shillingford  Bridge 
Hotel  and  the  other  at  the  Beau  Regard  Roadhouse.  The  source  of  the  water 
in  each  case  was  from  the  Thames  and  the  water  was  emptied  as  necessary. 
Purification  was  by  the  Chloretex  method.  No  water  samples  were  taken 
from  these  baths.  The  pool  at  the  Shillingford  Bridge  appeared  to  be  well  kept. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 

Refuse  collection  was  from  the  kerbside,  once  weekly.  No  charge  was 
made  for  the  removal  of  trade  refuse  but  £1  per  annum  was  charged  for  addi¬ 
tional  services  in  collecting  from  back  door  where  sickness  or  long  carry  was 
involved.  Disposal  was  by  controlled  tipping  in  disused  gravel  pits.  Consoli¬ 
dation  was  by  bulldozer  and  valuable  land  was  being  reclaimed.  The  tip 
was  situated  in  open  country  and  gave  rise  to  no  complaints. 

The  continuous  growth  of  Didcot  and  other  villages  put  an  increasingly 
heavy  strain  on  the  two  vehicles  and  the  staff,  which  were  working  af  full  capacity. 
An  additional  vehicle  and  staff  would  soon  be  required. 

DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES 

During  the  year  4  houses  were  disinfected  by  Formaldehyde  spray.  Patients 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  had  occupied  three  of  these  houses  and  the  fourth 
was  disinfected  after  a  case  of  cancer,  on  request  from  the  occupier. 

HOUSING 

The  number  of  families  on  the  Council’s  housing  list  at  the  end  of  1953 
was  803  which  was  32  less  than  at  the  end  of  1952.  42  families  were  still  living 

in  huts.  223  new  houses  were  completed,  all  but  19  being  Council  houses. 

There  was  no  noticeable  increase  in  the  number  of  complaints  received 
concerning  old  houses.  The  number  improved  with  the  aid  of  improvement 
grants  was  8  and  the  total  amount  approved  for  grants  was  £2,594  :  10  : 0. 
There  were  no  condemned  houses  occupied  on  1.1.53  and  the  tenants  of  the 
two  condenmed  houses  occupied  on  31.12.53  have  since  been  rehoused.  4 
houses  were  closed  by  Closing  Orders  during  the  year  but  none  were  demolished. 

There  were  112  licensed  caravans  in  the  district  in  1953  and  5  caravan  sites 
were  in  use. 

SHOPS  AND  CATERING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

There  was  no  Clean  Food  Campaign  in  the  district  during  1953.  The 
number  of  catering  establishments  in  the  Rural  District  was  17  which  included 
7  cafes,  3  fish  and  chip  shops  and  7  licensed  premises  possessing  catering  licences. 
17  inspections  of  these  premises  were  made  and  the  5  bakehouses  in  the  district 
were  each  visited  once.  The  general  standard  of  hygiene  of  all  these  establish¬ 
ments  was  good. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

During  the  year  736  lbs.  of  tinned  and  packetted  food  were  surrendered  by 
shopkeepers  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  During  the  same  period  413  lbs. 
of  meat  were  surrendered  by  butchers.  Of  this  total  47|  lbs.  were  condemned 
on  account  of  bruising  and  35|  lbs.  on  account  of  bone  taint. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


The  only  slaughterhouse  open  in  1953  was  the  Regional  Slaughterhouse, 
Cholsey,  controlled  and  operated  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  The  standard 
of  hygiene  at  the  slaughterhouse  was  satisfactory. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Meat  Condemned. 


Sheep 

and 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

2196 

329 

775 

5265 

1422 

Number  inspected 

2196 

329 

775 

5265 

1422 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

2 

4 

1 

6 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  number 

300 

88 

2 

30 

19 

inspected  affected  with 
disesase  other  than 
tuberculosis 

13.7 

28.0 

0.4 

0.7 

1.5 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  of  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

56 

25 

0 

0 

1.3 

Percentage  of  number 

inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

2.7 

8.0 

0 

0 

0.9 

RODENT  CONTROL 

218  premises  were  baited  and  treated  and  871  revisits  were  paid  to  these 
premises  during  the  year.  In  addition  10%  of  the  manholes  in  the  Council’s 
sewerage  system  were  baited  but  no  takes  were  recorded.  The  total  estimated 
kills  were  2,250  rats  and  350  mice. 

MILK  SUPPLIES 

There  were  2  retailers  of  pasteurised  and  T.T.  pasteurised  milk,  2  retailers 
of  T.T.  milk  and  1  retailer  of  non-designated  milk  in  the  district  during  1953. 
53  milk  samples  from  these  retailers  were  tested  in  the  laboratory.  6  were 
found  unsatisfactory.  5  of  these  unsatisfactory  samples  were  obtained  from 
the  producer /retailer  of  non-designated  milk.  The  facts  were  reported  to  the 
County  Milk  Production  Officer  and  efforts  were  made  to  improve  the  pro¬ 
ducer’s  methods. 

No  exact  information  can  be  given  regarding  the  percentages  of  various 
designations  of  milk  sold  in  the  district  but  it  can  be  stated  that  the  quantity 
of  non-designated  milk  retailed  was  small  in  comparison  with  the  quantity 
of  designated  milk. 

ICE  CREAM 

All  the  33  premises  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  were 
equipped  with  thermostatically  controlled  refrigerators  and  the  standard  of  . 
cleanliness  was  satisfactory.  Most  of  the  ice  cream  was  prepacked  and  there 
was  little  danger  of  contamination  during  distribution. 
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There  were  2  premises  licensed  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  but 
only  1  was  in  use.  The  premises  in  this  case  was  equipped  with  modern  mach¬ 
inery  and  production  complied  with  the  Ice  Cream  Heat  Treatment  Regula¬ 
tions.  All  5  samples  of  ice  cream  obtained  from  this  producer  were  grade  1 
according  to  laboratory  tests. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

During  1953  the  Local  Authority  assumed  responsibility  for  the  burial  of 
2  persons  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  50  of  the  above  Act. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  47  which  deals  with  the  compulsory 
removal  to  hospital  or  institution  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

No  complaints  concerning  atmospheric  pollution  were  received  during 
the  year. 

SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  PUBLIC  HOUSES 

The  sanitary  conditions  in  public  houses  in  the  district  were  generally  satis¬ 
factory.  As  far  as  we  were  aware  no  premises  were  still  using  lead  pipes  for 
beer  distribution. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  holder  of  a  caravan  site  licence 
for  contravention  of  the  licence  conditions.  He  was  fined  £5  with  £3  costs. 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspector’s  work  during  1953. 

During  the  year  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  the  following  : — 


General  Housing  Defects  16 

Contraventions  of  the  Shops  Acts  .  4 

Defective  Drains  .  4 

Defective  Dustbins  .  77 

General  Nuisances  .  ...  1 

Factories  Act  .  1 

Defects  under  Sect.  13  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act .  4 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

97  %  of  the  population  of  the  Rural  District  were  supplied  with  piped  main 
water  to  their  houses  in  1954.  Although  this  is  satisfactory  for  a  rural  district 
it  is  hoped  that  the  percentage  will  increase  again  during  1954. 

All  7  samples  of  water  taken  for  bacteriological  tests  fell  into  Class  1  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  grading. 

SEWERAGE 

The  extension  of  the  Didcot  sewerage  system  into  East  and  West  Hagbourne 
meant  that  these  two  villages  were  now  served  by  sewage  disposal  systems. 
There  were  small  sewage  systems  confined  to  Council  houses  in  the  parishes 
of  South  Moreton,  Brightwell-cum-Sotwell  and  Long  Wittenham.  Prepara¬ 
tions  for  presenting  a  scheme  for  the  parish  of  Cholsey  were  now  at  an  advqnc^d 
Stage, 


19 


Parish 

Estimated 

1953 

Population 

Total  No. 
of  houses 

Houses 
supplied 
main  water 

Est,  Pop. 

supplied  Sewerage 
main  water  present 

Aston  Tirrold 

361 

97 

90 

330 

No 

Aston  Upthorne 

130 

41 

38 

120 

No 

Brightwell-cum-Sotwell  984 

301 

260 

870 

* 

Cholsey  (excl.  B.M.H.)  2041 

580 

562 

1950 

No 

Didcot 

9400 

2328 

2328 

9400 

Yes 

East  Hagbourne 

763 

248 

243 

750 

Yes 

Little  Wittenham 

93 

26 

20 

70 

No 

Long  Wittenham 

550 

179 

1 1 1 

490 

* 

Moulsford 

320 

70 

66 

300 

No 

North  Moreton 

310 

75 

69 

290 

No 

South  Moreton 

397 

117 

115 

390 

* 

West  Hagbourne 

247 

67 

65 

240 

Yes 

Total  (ex.  B.M.H.) 

15596 

4129 

3967 

15200 

Small  sewerage  system  for  Council  estate  only. 

%  houses  connected  with  main  sewerage  systems — 60 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Part  I  of  the  Act 

1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 

(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors), 

- Number  of - 

Premises  Number  on  Inspections  Written  Occupiers 


Register 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Eactories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

4 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Eactories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

34 

34 

1 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

38 

38 

1 

Nil 

?0 


2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  No.  of 
Found  Remedied  Referred  cases  where 


Particulars 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

prosecutions 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

- — 

—  — 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  — 

—  — 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

1 

—  1 

— 

— 

floors 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

fective 

1 

1  — 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

— 

^  — 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  off¬ 
ences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

1  1 

Nil 

Nil 

Part 

VIII  of  the  Act 

Outwork 

Section  1 10 

Section  1111 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Nature  out-workers 

cases  of 

prosecutions  instances  Notices 

Prosecu- 

of  in  August  default  in 

for  failure  of  work  in 

served 

tions 

Work  list  req.  sending 

to  supply  unwholesome 

by  Sect.  110 

lists  to 

lists  premises 

(1)  (c)  the  Council 

Wearing 

apparel  80 

(making,  etc.) 

1 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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WANTAGE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  1953-1954 

Mrs.  W.  K.  Lay  {Chairman) 

J.  E.  A,  Betts  {Vice-Chairman) 

R.  J.  Beasant 
The  Revd.  P.  Bone 
J.  W.  Dunsden 
W.  F.  Broome 
Miss  C.  I.  Green 
G.  E.  Hedges 
E,  B.  Rivers 
C.  L.  Loyd 
A.  R.  White 
A.  R.  Wilson 

* 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF  1953 

Sanitary  Inspector  :  H.  Rosser,  m.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  :  R.  J.  Blandamer,  m.r.s.i. 


M.S.I.A. 
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MILK 


Routine  visits  were  paid  regularly  to  the  9  retail  dairies  in  the  district  in 
1953.  There  were  12  retail  purveyors  of  milk.  The  number  of  retailers  of 


milk  of  various  designations  were  : — 

Undesignated  milk  .  1 

Accredidated  milk  .  1 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . 5 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  Milk .  5 

Pasteurised  Milk  .  6 

Channel  Island  Milk  .  Nil 


CATERING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

58  routine  visits  were  paid  to  catering  establishments  in  the  district.  These, 
including  licensed  premises,  numbered  73  and  the  conditions  in  them  were, 
on  the  whole,  satisfactory.  Only  minor  infringements  were  found  and  they 
were  dealt  with  informally. 

EOOD  INSPECTIONS 

Condemnation  certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  the  following  foods 
surrendered  by  private  traders  : — Peas  2  x  1  lb.  tins.  Imported  Ham  lOJ  lbs.. 
Sheep’s  carcase  58  lbs.,  Sheep’s  head  and  plucks,  8  lbs..  Pig’s  hind  legs  36  lbs., 
Imported  beef  78  lbs..  Topside  beef  5  lbs..  Corned  beef  36  lbs. 

FOOD  BYELAWS  AND  SHOPS  ACT 

No  major  contraventions  of  the  Food  Byelaws  were  observed  and  advice 
was  given  whenever  minor  infringements  were  encountered. 

A  survey  of  all  shops  in  the  district  was  commenced  during  the  year  and 
will  be  continued  as  and  when  other  duties  permit.  As  soon  as  this  survey 
is  completed  a  general  approach  will  be  made  to  all  owners  whose  premises 
do  not  conform  with  a  reasonable  standard  of  lighting,  ventilation  etc. 

The  general  standard  of  cleanliness,  lighting  and  sanitary  arrangements 
etc.  was  satisfactory. 

Bakehouses 


N  umber  of  bakehouses  in  the  area  .  27 

Number  of  inspections  .  23 

Number  of  written  notices .  Nil 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  Compton  sewerage  system  was  brought  into  operation  during  1953. 
Disposal  works  were  provided  for  small  groups  of  Council  houses  at  Beedon, 
Sparsholt  and  Denchworth. 


ICE  CREAM 

Number  of  dealers  on  register  .  46 

Number  of  new  registrations  during  1953  .  2 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


There  was  no  change  in  this  service,  one  rodent  operator  being  employed 
for  the  area,  under  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  addition  to  651  infestations  dealt  with  throughout  the  area,  the  Council’s 
refuse  tips,  sewers  and  sewerage  works  were  treated  once  a  month  as  a  routine 
measure. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  BUTCHERS’  SHOPS 

No  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  were  used  as  such  during  1953. 

No  action  was  taken  at  any  butchers  shops  as  their  general  condition  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  satisfactory. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

A  piped  water  supply  was  provided  in  the  parish  of  Upton.  All  parishes 
in  the  Wantage  Rural  District  now  have  piped  water  supplies.  A  bulk  supply 
of  water  was  also  made  available  to  the  Abingdon  Rural  District  at  the  district 
boundary  at  Rowstock,  the  supply  amounting  to  150,000  gallons  daily  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

67  water  samples  were  taken  from  the  public  supplies  and  all  were  found  to 
be  bacteriologically  satisfactory.  2  of  the  7  samples  taken  from  private  supplies 
were  unsatisfactory. 

The  following  list  of  water  schemes  shows  the  origin  of  supplies  to  all  the 
parishes  : — 

Comprehensive  Scheme  :  Bores  in  the  parish  of  Childrey.  Water  mains 
to  the  parishes  of  Childrey,  Letcombe  Regis,  Letcombe  Bassett,  East  Challow, 
Denchworth,  West  Challow,  Goosey,  East  Hanney,  West  Hanney,  Sparsholt 
and  Fawley. 

Compton  Regional  Scheme  :  Bores  in  the  parish  of  Blewbury.  Water 
mains  to  the  parishes  of  Beedon,  Peasmore,  Farnborough,  Compton,  East 
Ilsley,  Blewbury,  Hampstead  Norris,  Chilton  and  Upton. 

Blewbury  Scheme  :  Bore  in  the  parish  of  Blewbury.  Water  mains  in 
Blewbury  only.  This  scheme  now  forms  part  of  the  Compton  Regional  Scheme. 

Hendred  Scheme  :  Bores  in  the  parish  of  West  Hendred.  Water  mains  in 
the  parishes  of  East  Hendred,  West  Hendred  and  Harwell.  This  scheme,  also, 
is  now  linked  with  the  Compton  Regional  Scheme. 

Brightwalton  Scheme  :  Bores  in  the  parish  of  Brightwalton.  Mains  in 
the  parishes  of  Brightwalton  and  Chaddleworth.  This  scheme  is  also  now 
linked  with  the  Compton  Regional  Scheme. 

Stanmore  Supply.  Bore  in  the  parish  of  Stanmore.  Water  mains  in  the 
parishes  of  Stanmore  and  West  Ilsley.  This  supply  is  now  linked  with  the 
Compton  Regional  Supply. 

The  parish  of  Aldworth  was  supplied  by  a  private  supply  owned  by  Lord 
Iliffe,  Ardington  and  Lockinge  by  a  supply  owned  by  Lockinge  Estate,  Grove 
by  the  Wantage  Urban  District  Council  and  Hermitage  by  Newbury  Borough. 


24 


Parish 

Area  Pop. 

in  Acres 

Total 
No.  of 
Houses 

No.  of 

Council 

Houses 

No.  houses 
Supplied 
with  Main 
Water 

Direct  S/pipe 

Main 

Sewer¬ 

age 

Ardington 

2693 

430 

129 

Nil 

74 

Nil 

Yes 

Aldworth 

1886 

208 

67 

12 

19 

Nil 

* 

Letcombe  Bassett 

1631 

140 

53 

8 

28 

Nil 

* 

Beedon 

2096 

320 

110 

8 

77 

4 

* 

Blewbury 

4264 

840 

264 

50 

184 

Nil 

* 

Brightwalton 

2054 

280 

95 

14 

62 

8 

No 

Catmore 

710 

50 

20 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No 

Chaddleworth 

3400 

450 

142 

30 

70 

Nil 

* 

East  Challow 

1657 

670 

230 

56 

177 

Nil 

Yes 

West  Challow 

1070 

180 

51 

8 

27 

Nil 

No 

Childrey 

2929 

480 

142 

36 

79 

Nil 

Yes 

Chilton 

1448 

630 

169 

4 

100 

4 

Yes 

Compton 

5803 

920 

245 

44 

45 

28 

Yes 

Denchworth 

1041 

180 

55 

12 

15 

27 

* 

parnborough 

1886 

110 

36 

4 

17 

4 

No 

Fawley 

2190 

160 

50 

8 

17 

Nil 

No 

Goosey 

946 

120 

37 

8 

6 

17 

No 

Grove 

2513 

1420 

319 

75 

288 

Nil 

Yes 

East  Hanney 

2200 

510 

137 

20 

75 

13 

No 

West  Hanney 

1333 

380 

106 

20 

50 

9 

No 

Harwell 

2503 

1770 

410 

44 

261 

Nil 

Yes 

East  Hendred 

3198 

1090 

343 

46 

209 

Nil 

Yes 

West  Hendred 

2002 

330 

99 

29 

63 

18 

No 

Hermitage 

1482 

530 

163 

Nil 

89 

Nil 

No 

East  Ilsley 

3017 

450 

120 

22 

38 

16 

No 

West  Ilsley 

3037 

270 

87 

4 

40 

5 

No 

Lockinge 

3763 

250 

85 

Nil 

48 

Nil 

Yes 

Hampstead  Norris 

4479 

770 

234 

24 

41 

Nil 

* 

Peasmore 

2049 

190 

62 

2 

16 

2 

No 

Letcombe  Regis 

2155 

430 

137 

32 

85 

Nil 

Yes 

Sparsholt 

3329 

250 

81 

18 

40 

Nil 

* 

Upton 

1413 

250 

74 

16 

4 

12 

No 

Totals 

74181 

15050 

4352 

652 

2344 

176 

*  Small  disposal  works  present  for  Council  houses  only. 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  served  by  water  mains  2520 

Population  served  by  water  mains  .  8830  (approx) 

%  Population  served  by  water  mains  .  58.6 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

57  moveable  dwellings  were  licensed  during  the  year. 

Conditions  at  the  3  licensed  sites  were  reviewed  during  the  year  and  it  was 
decided  to  request  the  owners  of  the  sites  at  Harwell  and  Grove  to  provide 
better  facilities  for  their  tenants.  The  owner  of  the  site  at  Harwell  applied 
for  permission  to  increase  the  number  of  caravans  to  25  and  offered  to  erect 
water  closets  to  replace  the  earth  closets,  provide  ablution  blocks  with  hot  and 
cold  water  supplies  and  make  a  proper  connection  with  the  sewer.  The  owner 
at  the  Grove  site  decided  not  to  undertake  to  make  the  required  improvements 
and  it  was  decided  that  the  site  should  therefore  be  closed.  A  temporary  licence 
for  a  period  of  6  months,  expiring  on  30th  of  June  1954,  was  given  to  the  occupier 
of  each  moveable  dwelling.  He  was  expected  to  find  an  alternative  site  to  station 
his  caravan  by  that  date. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

9  visits  were  made  in  this  connection  at  the  request  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  The  premises  were  disinfected  after  the  removal  of  the  patients. 

DISINFESTATIONS 

4  premises  were  disinfested  as  a  result  of  inspections  or  complaints  from 
tenants.  In  addition,  all  new  Council  houses  were  sprayed  with  a  D.D.T. 
solution  prior  to  occupation.  It  was  hoped  that  this  would  diminish  the  risk  of 
infestations  and  provide  a  small  degree  of  immunity  against  flies  for  a  short 
while. 

HOUSING 

The  selection  of  tenants  for  Council  houses  formed  part  of  the  work  of 
the  Public  Health  Department. 

During  the  year  new  Council  houses  and  temporary  hutments  were  let 


as  follows  : — 

Parish 

Council 

Temporary 

Houses 

Dwellings 

Chaddleworth 

6 

East  Challow 

18 

7 

Grove 

21 

West  Hendred 

9 

Beedon 

4 

Blewbury 

16 

Total 

.  74 

7 

32  new  privately  built  houses  were  also  completed  and  occupied  during 
the  year. 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s  housing  list  remained  fairly 
high  but  most  of  the  urgent  cases  had  been  rehoused  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
There  were  490  housing  applicants  then,  including  the  104  families  which 
occupied  temporary  hutments.  There  remained  about  half  a  dozen  problem 
families  in  these  hutments  and  special  provisions  will  have  to  be  made  for  their 
housing  needs  when  the  hutments  are  demolished. 
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Particulars  concerning  the  administration  of  the  Housing  Acts  in  the  district 


are  given  below  : — 

Number  of  houses  reconstructed  during  the  year  .  7 

Condemned  houses  occupied  on  1.1.53  .  38 

Number  of  houses  subjected  to  Demolition  or  Closing 

Orders  or  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were  accepted  3 

Number  of  condemned  houses  closed  during  1953  .  Nil 

Number  of  condemned  houses  demolished  during  1953  4 

Number  of  condemned  houses  still  occupied  on  31.12.53  38 

Total  improvement  grants  under  the  Housing  Act  1949  in 

respect  of  20  dwellings  .  £4,028 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  SERVICE 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  it  became  obvious  that  the  single  10  cubic  yard 
vehicle  could  not  cope  with  the  amount  of  refuse  put  out  for  collection  in  the 
area.  Therefore,  in  March,  4  larger  type  vehicles  were  demonstrated  by 
different  firms  and  a  Dennis  ‘  Paxit  ’  1 8  cubic  yard  vehicle  was  subsequently 
purchased  together  with  an  Aveling  Barford  calf-dozer  for  tip  maintainance. 
The  ‘  Paxit  ’  was  brought  into  operation  in  July  and  was  found  adequate  during 
the  summer  months  but,  owing  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  new  houses 
in  the  area,  it  became  necessary  to  work  overtime  again  in  November. 

As  stated  in  last  year’s  annual  report,  it  is  virtually  impossible  to  run  an 
efficient  refuse  collection  service  in  a  rural  district  of  this  size  using  only  one 
vehicle.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  Dennis  side  loader,  which  was  held  in  reserve, 
will  have  to  be  brought  into  use  again  in  the  near  future. 

Many  requests  were  received  for  the  collection  of  refuse  to  take  place  from 
the  premises  themselves  and  not  from  the  kerbside.  It  appeared  that  a  welfare 
organisation  was  making  an  effort  on  a  national  scale  to  persuade  local  authori¬ 
ties  to  meet  their  legal  responsibilities  in  this  connection.  Whilst  this  type  of 
collection  is  desirable,  its  cost  and  the  labour  difficulties  outweigh  its  advan¬ 
tages.  A  more  frequent  collection  service  commands  a  higher  priority  as  this 
would  be  of  greater  value  to  public  health. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Action  was  taken  in  respect  of  one  person  under  Section  47  of  the  above 
Act.  A  man  of  94  years  of  age,  crippled  with  arthritis,  had  been  confined  to 
his  bed  for  about  5  years.  His  wife  had  died  a  few  weeks  earlier  and  he  now 
lived  alone  but  received  a  certain  amount  of  care  and  attention  from  his  daughter 
who  lived  alone  in  a  house  about  100  yards  away.  The  daughter  was  herself 
in  failing  health  and  was  unable  to  devote  the  necessary  care  and  attention. 
A  court  order  was  obtained  for  his  compulsory  removal  to  an  institution  for 
a  period  of  three  months.  He  died  there  about  nine  months  later. 


27 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Part  I  of  the  Act. 

I. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 

- Number  of - 

Premises  Number  on  Inspections  Written  Occupiers 


Register 

Notices  Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities. 

18 

9 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

49 

23 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

6 

2 

Total 

73 

34 

—  — 

2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No.  o  f  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  No.  of 

Found  Remedied  Referred  cases  where 

Particulars  To  H.M.  By  H.M.  prosecution 

Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  —  — 

Overcrowding  —  — 

Unreasonable  tempera  ture  —  — 

Inadequate  ventilation  —  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  —  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient  •  3  3 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  —  — 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  —  — 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Outwork)  2  2 

Total  5  5  —  1 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act. 


Outwork. 

Section  110  Section  1111 

-  Number  of - 

out-workers  cases  of  prosecutions  instances  Notices  Prosecutions 
Nature  in  August  default  in  for  failure  of  work  in  served 
of  Work  list  required  sending  to  supply  unwholesome 
by  Sect.  110  lists  to  lists  premises 
(1)  (c)  the  Council 


Wearing 

Apparel  4 

(Making  etc.) 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 

DURING  1953. 

Number  of  different  premises  visited  .  2785 

Number  of  inspections  made . .  4481 

Number  of  Complaints  received  .  127 

Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  .  103 

Number  of  notices  served.  Informal .  29 

Statutory  .  1 

Number  of  prosecutions .  Nil 

Number  of  nuisances  abated — 

As  to  privies,  W.C’s,  sink  wastes,  etc.  6 

As  to  drains  and  cesspools . . .  16 

As  to  deficient  or  impure  water  .  54 

As  to  unclean  houses .  2 

As  to  polluted  streams  and  ditches  .  1 

As  to  insanitary  accumulations  and  deposits  .  1 

As  to  other  defects  and  nuisances .  17 

Number  of  premises  disinfected  . 2 

Number  of  water  samples  collected  for  bacteriological  tests  .  74 

Number  of  wells  closed,  cleansed,  repaired  or  sunk  .  Nil 

Number  of  new  houses  connected  to  water  mains .  94 

Number  of  surrenders  of  unsound  or  diseased  food  .  6 

Number  of  conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.C’s.  .  8 

Number  of  slaughterhouses  on  register  .  8 

Number  of  inspections  of  slaughterhouses  .  Nil 

Number  of  inspections  of  dairies  .  59 
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WANTAGE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  1953-54 

Councillor  F.  W.  Haines 
Councillor  J.  W.  Knight 
Councillor  J.  L.  Sale 
Councillor  O.  S.  Walter  {Chairman) 

Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Whipple 
Councillor  A.  Dowse 
Councillor  A.  T.  Evans 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF  1953 
Sanitary  Inspector  ;  L.  Oliver,  m.r.s.l,  m.s.i.a. 
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1.  WATER  SUPPLIES. 


(a)  Number  of  houses  in  the  area  possessing  an 

internal  piped  supply 

(b)  Number  of  houses  in  the  area  possessing  an 

external  piped  supply 

(c)  Number  of  houses  in  the  area  not  possessing 

a  piped  supply  from  the  Wantage  U.D.C. 
Supply  System 


1952 

1953 

1390 

1413 

120 

119 

48 

47 

(d)  Extensions  to  water  supplies  during  1953,  173  lineal  yards  of  3in. 

Asbestos  Cement  water 
main  laid  to  serve  Bell 
Close  Housing  Estate, 
Grove. 


(e)  20  samples  of  water  were  obtained  for  bacteriological  examination. 

16  samples  were  returned  in  Class  1,  3  samples  in  Class  11  and  1 
sample  in  Class  111  of  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  grading.  Repeat 
samples  taken  of  the  Class  II  and  III  groups  were  graded  Class  1. 

(f)  No  samples  were  obtained  for  chemical  analysis. 


2.  SEWERAGE. 

(a)  Number  of  houses  connected  to  main  sewers 

for  sewage  disposal 

(b)  Number  of  houses  with  Cesspool  for  sewage 

disposal 

(c)  Number  of  houses  with  no  drains  for  sewage 

disposal 


1952 

1953 

1458 

1479 

25 

24 

16 

16 

Difficulty  is  still  being  experienced  in  drying  out  sludge  at  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  and  additional  sludge  trenches  have  been  formed  for  this 
purpose.  The  construction  of  sludge  drying  beds  has  been  approved  and 
work  is  expected  to  commence  at  an  early  date. 


3.  REFUSE  COLLECTION. 


House  refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  all  houses  in  the  Urban  area.  Trade 
refuse  is  collected  at  monthly  intervals.  Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  crude 
tipping  at  the  Grove  Street  tip.  A  new  tip  has  been  obtained  at  Grove 
and  this  will  be  brought  into  use  as  soon  as  an  access  road  has  been  pro¬ 
vided.  The  Grove  Street  tip  will  then  be  sealed  off  and  dosed  down. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

Rodent  treatment  has  been  undertaken  as  follows 

: — 

(a)  Council  owned  houses 

4 

(b)  Private  houses. 

14 

(c)  Business  premises. 

5 

(d)  Sewer  manholes. 

64 

(e)  Refuse  tip. 

6 
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5.  MILK  SUPPLIES 


There  are  two  retailers  of  milk  in  the  district  both  of  whom  hold  supple¬ 
mentary  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  and  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 

There  is  one  retail  dairy  in  the  district  which  is  frequently  inspected. 

Two  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk,  one  of  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised) 
and  one  of  Tuberculin  Tested  were  obtained  all  of  which  proved  satis¬ 
factory  on  examination. 


6.  ICE  CREAM 

Number  of  premises  licensed  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  1 

Number  of  premises  licensed  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  13 

Premises  inspected  during  1953  14 

Number  of  inspections  during  1953  31 


Thirteen  samples  of  ice  cream  were  obtained,  all  of  which  were  in  pro¬ 
visional  Grade  I. 

7.  CATERING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

There  are  six  catering  establishments  in  the  district  including  hotels 
with  catering  licences. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  is  reasonably  good,  and  no  action  has  been 
found  necessary. 

All  premises  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  the  total  number  of 
visits  being  14. 

8.  BAKEHOUSES 

4  bakehouses  are  in  operation  in  the  district.  7  visits  were  made  and 
the  structural  and  hygienic  conditions  are  satisfactory  and  no  action  has 
been  found  necessary  during  the  year. 

9.  FOOD  INSPECTIONS 

The  following  items  were  found,  on  inspection,  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  and  were  voluntary  surrendered  : — 

225  lbs.  Beef,  2i  lbs.  Kidneys,  1 3  lbs.  Liver,  5  tins  Luncheon  meat,  5  tins 
Minced  Beef  Loaf,  8  tins  Stewed  Steak,  1  tin  Beef  and  Veg.  broth,  31 
tins  Evaporated  Milk,  9  tins  Ideal  Full  Cream  Milk,  7  tins  Tomatoes, 
8  tins  Peas,  13  tins  Baked  Beans,  1  tin  Vegetable  Salad,  1  tin  Herrings, 

1  tin  Salmon,  3  tins  Pilchards,  1  tin  Lobsters,  8  tins  Prunes,  31  tins  Plums, 

2  tins  Gooseberries,  10  tins  Cherries,  2  tins  Blackberries,  1  tin  Pineapples, 
1  tin  Strawberries,  34  tins  Irish  Cream,  1  tin  Greengages,  1  tin  Marmalade, 
1  tin  Raspberry  Jam,  3  tins  Cream  of  Tomato  Soup,  2  tins  Green  Pea 
Soup,  1  tin  Cream  of  Chicken  Soup. 

10.  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

Two  caravans  in  the  area  are  licensed  as  moveable  dwellings. 

A  site  has  also  been  licensed  at  the  rear  of  Grove  Street  for  16  caravans. 
The  site  is  regularly  inspected. 
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11.  PRIVATE  NURSING  HOMES 


There  are  no  private  nursing  homes  in  the  district. 


12. 


HOUSING 

Number  of  permanent  houses  erected 

Number  of  permanent  houses  erected  by  Local 
Authority 

Number  of  permanent  houses  erected  by  Private 
Enterprise 

Number  of  Temporary  houses  erected 
Number  of  Families  on  Housing  Lists 


1952  1953 

28  21 

22  16 

6  5 

Nil  Nil 

262  258 


The  selection  of  tenants  is  primarily  made  by  a  points  scheme. 


13.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 

Number  of  persons  dealt  with  under  Section  47.  Nil 

Number  of  persons  dealt  with  under  Section  50.  Nil 

14.  SHOPS 

Number  of  shops  in  district  94 

Number  of  shops  inspected  27 

Number  of  Inspections  34 

15.  HOUSING  DEFECTS 

Number  of  inspections  made  during  year  158 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Nil 

Number  of  houses  repaired  in  period  110 

16.  NUISANCES 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  during  year  92 

17.  DISINFECTION  AFTER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Number  of  premises  disinfected  during  year  4 


Reason  of  disinfection  Following  Infectious  Disease, 

or  at  request  of  tenant. 


18.  PUBLIC  BATHS 

Number  in  the  district 
Source  of  water 
How  often  emptied 
Method  of  purification 
Water  samples  taken 


One 

Mains  supply 
Once  weekly 
None 
None 


19.  Summary  of  work  done  by  Sanitary  Inspector  during  1951^. 

Number  of  different  premises  inspected  .  274 

Number  of  inspections  made .  462 

Number  of  complaints .  153 

Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  .  74 

Number  of  Notices  :  Formal  .  1 

Informal  31 

Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  abated. 

As  to  W.Cs.  Privies,  Sink  Wastes,  etc. .  30 

As  to  Drains,  Cesspools,  etc. .  59 

As  to  pigs  or  other  animals  . .  2 

As  to  deficient  or  impure  water  . .  Nil 

As  to  unclean  houses  .  Nil 

As  to  overcrowdedpiouses  .  Nil 

As  to  insanitary  accumulations  .  1 

Number  of  premises  disinfected  4 

Number  of  premises  treated  for  vermin  .  6 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  for  bacteriological 

examination  20 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  .  Nil 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  water  supply  .  23 

Number  of  seizures  of  unsound  meat  or  food  53 

Number  of  conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.C’s.  .  Nil 

Number  of  inspections  of  milkshops  and  dairies  3 

Number  of  milk  samples  taken . .  4 

Number  of  inspections  of  retailers  of  ice  cream  22 

Number  of  inspections  of  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  .  9 

Number  of  ice  cream  samples  taken  13 

Number  of  inspections  of  catering  establishments .  14 

Number  of  inspections  of  bakehouses  .  7 

Number  of  piggeries  inspected  7 

20.  STAFF  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Surveyor,  Sanitary  Inspector,  Water  Engineer  .  1 

Clerk  . 1 

21.  Members  of  Health  and  Public  Works  Committee .  8 


34 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


Part  I  of  the  Act 


1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health 


(including  inspections 

made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 

Premises  Number  on 

Register 

Inspections  Written  Occupiers 
Notices  Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  I, 
2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 

17 

12  — 

the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out-workers’ 

18 

31  — 

premises) 

3 

4  — 

Total 

38 

47  Nil 

Nil 

2. — Cases  in  which 

defects 

were  found 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No.  of 

Found  Remedied 

Referred 

cases  where 

Particulars 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  prosecutions 
Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  — 

— 

—  — 

— 

Overcrowding  — 

— 

— '  — 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  — 

— 

—  — 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

-  - 

— 

floors  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufflcient  1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

1 

—  1 

— 

fective  — 

— 

-  - 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  off¬ 
ences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work) 


Total  11—1 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


Outwork 

Section  110 


Section  1111 


-  Number  of - 

Out-workers  cases  of  prosecutions  instances  Notices  Prosecution 
Nature  of  in  August  default  in  for  failure  of  work  in  served 
Work  list  required  sending  to  supply  unwholesome 
by  Sec.  110  lists  to  lists  premises 
(1)  (c)  the  Council 


Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil 
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